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Ecumenical Service Project Inaugurated in Northern Rhodesia 


(Kitwe) - An inter-racial social service project has been launched in Northern 
Rhodesia by the churches acting together in the Northern Rhodesia Christian Coun 
cil with the support of the World Council of Churches. 


The experiment, to be known as the liindolo Ecumenical Foundation, aims "to 
serve the Christian Church and the community at large as a centre of study, 
worship and consultation where men and women may deepen their understanding of 
questions affecting the unity and renewal of the Church and its responsibilities 
in the life of the community". 


A study director will be appointed as soon as possible to run the first 
year's programme of a study centre. Conferences will be attended by lay experts 
and theologians and concentrate on facing problems of responsible social action 
raised by the rapid social changes taxing place in the copper-belt area, where 
the work is located. 


The Rev. Peter Mathews, Australian Congregationalist secretary of the new 
foundation, which succeeds the former Copperbelt Christian Service Council, said 
that the governors of the project “consider the appointment of a director of 
studies for the Lay Institute part of this programme as absolutely crucial for 
the future of the centre and also for the witness of the Church in Central Africa 
in the days that lie ahead". 
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The Literacy and Literature Committee of the National Council of Churches in 
the USA have set up an office at Mindolo to commence courses for people from all 
parte of. Africae on July. 15 


Other schemes provide for club and welfare work among. mine employees and 
wives of migrant workers with homes in rural areas. A chapel to be erected for 
the centre will be designed after consultation with internationally well-known 
architects, 


Financial appeals for international support will be made as the new founda— 
tion develops. 


Many of the ideas for the service project were evolved as a result of the 
World Council of Churches' current major study project on the Common Christian 
Responsibility Toward Areas of Rapid Social Change. The Rev. Peter Mathews 
will attend the international conference on this subject called by the Study 
Division of the WCC in Salonika, Greece, July 25 -— August 2. 


Other officers of the foundation are the Rev. F. Sillett, Anglican, and 
Mr. Henry Makulu, Church of Central Africa, both of whom will attend the Salonika 
meeting. HPS, Geneva 


Liberian Christian Students Speak out on Sex 


(Monrovia) - A consultation on Sex, Marriage and Family Life called by the Student 
Christian Council of Liberia, has made a strong statement about confusion in sex 
morality in Liberia and the need for sex education. 


The statement cites a paper presented to the consultation as saying that 
"to the average Liberian young man sex is something you indulge in from puberty; 
marriage the act of making these indulgences legal; family life an outward show 
of pSeudo-respectability. This too lax an approach to these fundamentals under~ 
mines the whole moral structure of our society," says the paper. 


"Tn view of the apparent dangers to the fabric of our society," the declar- 
ation continues, "all students in Liberia are called upon to consider the serious— 
ness of the present situation, the threat to Christian ideals and the means within 
the power of students to overcome this threat." 


Students are urged to prepare for Christian marriage and home life by study, 
by seeking guidance from parents and Christian leaders and by careful choice of 
life partners. 


We believe that Christian marriage is sacred and that its sanctity demands 
refraining from pre-marital sexual contact, maintaining fidelity and permanent 
allegiance in marriage, and respect for the personality of each member of the 
family by sharing of self, time, and money on the part of each", the students 


say. 


Programmes of student discussion and pre-marital counselling services run 


by churches, YMCAs and YWCAs are advocated as an approach to the problem. 
EPS, Geneva 
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United Presbyterians Act Swiftly Against Discrimination 


(Indianapolis) - Sixty delegates to the general assembly of the United Presby-— 
terian Church in the USA vacated rooms they were occupying on May 20 in a private 
Indianapolis club which had excluded a negro delegate. 


Officers of the assembly cited a standing rule against race discrimination 
in rooms or restaurants of the city where meetings are held. 


The excluded delegate, who was told by the club that his reservation could 
not be confirmed, was the Rev. Dr. Jesse Barber, assistant secretary of the 
division of evangelism of the church's Board of National Missions. 


The church elected the Rev. Dr. Arthur L. Miller, pastor of the Montview 
Boulevard Presbyterian Church in Denver, Colorado, as its new moderator, 
EPS, Geneva 


Dutch Reformed Favour United Indigenous Church 


( Johannesburg) - The northern and southern synods of the Dutch Reformed Church in 
the Transvaal have decided to promote the establishment of a single Bantu Reformed 
Church for the whole of South Africa. 


Several Dutch Reformed "mission churches" now exist as a result of the 
mission work of the mother churches. 


The Northern Synod said it was "deeply under the impression of the division 
in the church as the body of Christ, and aware of the fact that the witness of 
the church in heathendom is weakened by this division". The synod's Commission 
for Ecumenical Affairs was asked to "negotiate with the churches concerned". 


The Southern Synod noted the growth of the mission church and requested its 
missionaries "to propagate the ideal of an independent indigenous church with 
greater vigour". Another resolution stated that the church should "give serious 
attention to the necessity of more and stronger radio services for non-whites". 


Both synods studied the position of missionaries in the mother church and 
the mission church and discussed the pOssibility of regarding missionaries as 
ambassadors of the mother church, serving the mission church "in an advisory 
capacity only". EPS, Geneva 


Italian Methodists Move Toward Autonomy 


(Rome) - The Methodist Church in Italy has asked to become an autonomous church 
in 1961, the centenary year of Methodist activity in Italy. 


The request was made by the Methodist Synod, meeting in Rome, May 6 = 10, 
The church is at present an overseas district of the British Methodist Conference. 
In its present form it is the product of a union between churches formed through 
British and American missionary activity. The union took place in 1946. 


The synod pledged increased financial support from local churches so as to 
back the request for autonomy. 
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The Methodist Church in Italy has a membership of over 4,000 and a total 
community of over 8,000. 


Existing close local cooperation with the Waldensian Church was approved 
and strengthened by decision of the synod. A Waldensian delegation, led by the 
church's moderator, Dr. Ermanno Rostan, attended the sessions. EPS, Geneva 


Riga's Lutheran Cathedral Taken Over by State 


(Geneva) - Reports received by the Lutheran World Federation say that the Lutheran 
Cathedral of St. Mary in Riga, Latvia, has been taken over by the Soviet authori- 
ties and turned into a "historical monument" under the National Trust. 


The Cathedral, which houses one of the world's largest organs, has been 
threatened with being taken over by the state several times in the last five 
years unless the organ was put in order. Funds were raised and the work was 
carried out, but it is now contended that the taking over of the church was to 
enable lovers of music who would not normally enter a church to hear the organ. 


Under the National Trust church services are permitted only in connection 
with national occasions. Reports say that an organ recital by an atheist 
musician was the only event on Pentecost Sunday, May 17. 


The organ had previously been used for choral services on Sundays and for 
daily half-hour services attended by between fifty and a hundred people. The 
Cathedral seats about 3,000. EPS, Geneva 


British Churches Pledge Massive Support for Refugee Year 


(London) - British churches, acting through Inter-—Church Aid and Refugee Service 
of the British Council of Churches, will raise £500,000 ($1,500,000) - one quarter 
of Britain's target — for World Refugee Year, opening on June l. 


The annual Christian Aid Week held by the churches in May each year will be 
a climax to Britain's Refugee Year effort in 1960. 


Projects chosen for support over the normal figure of «200,000 ($560,000) 
usually sought by the churches include a £50,000 vocational training centre for 
Chinese refugees in Hong Kong, the emigration of as many Buropean refugees as 
possible from China up to a cost of £50,000, the care of sick and aged refugees 
in Europe who cannot migrate and intensification of all normal programmes in 
areas where there are refugees. 


Inter-church aid in Britain works through the World Council of Churches in 
planning and carrying out its projects. BPS, Geneva 


Tension Grows in Kerala over Schools Bill 


(Bombay) - Political leaders in India have spoken about the crisis looming in 

the Communist state of Kerala, India, following the decision of Roman Catholic 
and Nair community leaders not to re-open their schools after the summer vacation 
in protest against state plans for control of schools. 
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Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru has emphasized that. his Congress Party is } 
not offering organized opposition to implementation of the Kerala government's 
education act, but he said that the Congress Party would not condemn individual 
action taken by any of its members who are involved in decisions to close par- 
ticular schools, 


The leader of the Indian socialist party, Jayapralsh Narain, who recently 
visited Kerala, said he had advised the government there to withdraw the bill if 
necessary, to avoid communal strife. The Kerala finance minister, 

Chelat Achuta Menon, has been placed in control of the Home Affairs Ministry; 
which is responsible for maintaining public order. (Sec also EPS Nos. 1, 17 & 19) 
HPS, Geneva 


Brooks Hays Calis Baptists to Face Race Problem 


(Louisville, Kentucky) - In a speech to the Southern Baptist Convention just 
before retiring as president, former Arkansas Congressional representative Brooks 
Hays appealed to the convention to arrange a conference with two major negro 
Baptist conventions in the South, in an attempt to promote harmony between the 
races. 


His speech called for a meeting between the Southern Baptist Convention and 
two negro groups, the National Baptist Convention of America and the National 
Baptist Convention of the USA, Inc. The three conventions are the largest 
Protestant churches in the South. The Southern Baptists number over 9,200,000 
members and the other two churches a total of about 10,000,000. 


Mr. Hays was defeated last year in US congressional elections after taking 
a moderate stand over the racial troubles at Little Rock. EPS, Geneva 


Pope Names Preparatory Commission for Ecumenical Council 


(Rome) - A preparatory commission with twelve members, presided over by Cardinal 
Domenico Tardini, Vatican secretary of state, has been charged by the Pope with 
the preparation of the forthcoming ecumenical council of the Roman Catholic Church, 


The commission has been given the tasks of making contact with bishops all 
over the world to gather advice and suggestions, consulting legal authorities 
and experts in the Vatican, conferring with theologians and canon lawyers about 
subjects to be dealt with, and making recommendations about preparatory commissions 
and secretariats. . 


In addition to Cardinal Tardini, members of the commission are: Monsignor 
Giuseppe Ferretto, assessor to the Consistorial Congregation; Father Acace Coussa, 
assessor to the Congregation of the Oriental Church; Monsignor Cesare Zerba, 
secretary to the Congregation of the Sacraments; Monsignor Pietro Palazzini, 
secretary to the Congregation of the Council; Father Arcade Larraona, secretary 
to the Congregation of the Religious; Monsignor Pietro Sigismondi, secretary to 
the Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith; Monsignor Enrico Dante, pro- 
secretary to the Congregation of Rites; Monsignor Antonio Samore, secretary for 
extraordinary ecclesiastical affairs; Monsignor Dino Staffa, secretary to the 
Congregation of Seminaries and Universities; Father Paul Philippe, 0.P., com- 
missioner to the Congregation of the Holy Office, and Monsignor Pericle Felici, 
auditor of the Holy Roman Rota. EPS, Geneva 
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Aid Sent to Flood Victims in Latin America 


(Geneva) - Aid for victims of torrential floods which swept through border areas 
of Argentina and Uruguay carly this month is being provided through the World 
Council of Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. 


In a letter sent this week to its member churches, the organization said 
it has forwarded $5,000 to help rebuild homes for the neediest families in rer 


Sponse to a special appeal received from the Relief Committee of the Argentine 
Friends of the World Council. 


The flood, which was described as of “unprecedented magnitude" covered an 
estimated area of 1,000 miles north of the city of Buenos Aires and 500 miles 
from east to west along the borders of the Parana and Uruguay rivers. Severest 


damage was reported in the area of the junction of the two rivers at the River 
Plate, 


The Argentine organization reported that immediate aid was given to flood 
victims by churches in the areas in the form of food, medicines, shelter and 
money and that many are also taking up special collections to finance supplemen- 
tary aid. It added that “with a few exceptions major damage has not been done 
soschurch buildings!. EPS, Geneva 


General de Gaulle Receives Pas.or Marc Boegner 


(Paris) - Pastor Marc Boegner, president of the French Protestant Federation, was 
received by President de Gaulle in the second week of May. 


Pastor Boegner put before the president the views of the churches on the 
proposal to introduce a law in France providing for alternatives to military 
service for conscientious objectors. The Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches and churches in many parts of the world have favoured alternative 
Civilian service for objectors on religious grounds. French law at present 
does not allow alternative service. 


Other points raised in the interview included the need to improve film 
censorship because of the wave of pornographic films in France and the social 
problems caused by the granting of licences to private distillers of strong 
alcoholic spirits. 


Pastor Boegner asked the president to take Protestant views into account 
before any reform of private schools in France. He said Protestants favoured. the 
right to run private schools of their own, but wanted the principle of secular 
undenominational education to be maintained by the state in schools it supported. 
Pastor Boegner said that executives of the Protestant Federation favoured the 
idea of providing chaplains for non-denominational state schools (see also below) . 


French Protestant Teachers Support Secular Schooling 

(Paris) - In a statement published in full in the Paris daily "Le Monde", the 
national committee of the French Protestant Teachers' Federation has strongly 
supported the maintenance of secular schools by the state. 


Opposing state subsidies to church schools, the Protestant educationists 
say that it is essential for French Protestantism and for religious liberty that 
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the principle of "lay" education in the schools should be continued. 


French Protestants are a minority group. They have few private schools 
and do not seek state aid. Roman Catholics in France are pressing for state 
assistance for their church schools. (See also page 6 and EPS No, 20) 

EPS, Geneva 


State Drops Action Against Niemdller 


(Frankfurt-am-Main) - The legal action launched by the West German Defence 
Minister against Dr. Martin Niemdller, president of the Church of Hesse-Nassau, 
has been dropped for lack of evidence. 


A statement issued by the chief prosecutor of the Hesse Court of Justice 
here said the case has been dropped because "there is no adequate cause to sus— 
pect Dr. Niemdller of any intention to ‘undermine the Constitution', and no proof 
that he intended to undermine the willingness of citizens to defend the security 
of the Federal Republic". 


The charges arose following press reports that Dr. Niemdller had defamed 
the German military forces in a speech made early this year by referring to the 
training of soldiers for specialised commands as "a finishing school for pro- 
fessional criminals". 


Pastor Niemdller had denied having made the statements and said he had re- 
ferred to the training of commando units in World War II, which were posted on 
all fronts for sabotage and work behind enemy lines. 


The statement issued by the chief prosecutor noted that Dr. Niemdller had 
not made statements which were "untrue or grossly distorted", and that "the 
general tenor of his speech showed no intention to be insulting". He said these 
facts "rendered null and void the charge of defamation of the armed forces". 


Dr. Niemdller is reported to have expressed regret when informed that the 
charges had been dropped, Tt was said he had hoped the suit would be a test 
case in deciding whether the State has the right to restrict conscientious ob-— 
jection to military service and freedom of speech - both of which are guaranteed 
by the constitution - when it believes its security is being jeopardized. (See 
EPS Nos. 5 & 18) EPS, Geneva 


Celebrations Mark 400th Anniversary of Reformed Church 


(Paris) - Celebrations marking the 400th anniversary of the founding of the 
Reformed Church of France were launched here this week on May 27 as more than 


100 representatives of Reformed and other churches in France and foreign countries © 


stood in solemn session to repeat together the words of the church's Confession 
of Faith. 


The session marked the formal opening of the "jubilee" observance which will 
be highlighted by a series of addresses by prominent church leaders and the 
awarding of honorary degrees to 25 theologians and others from all parts of the 


world. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
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speaking on "The Reformation and the World" to a session the following day, 
reminded his audience that "praise of the church is completely foreign to the 
spirit of the Reformation" and that "the people of God are not like other people 
and should not spend their time saying 'there's nobody quite like us". 


Dr Visser 't Hooft cited Calvin as having the genuine "ecumenical attitude 
in his concern that church councils be "universal", Such concern is just as 
much needed now as then, he continued, for "in the light of what the Holy Spirit 
has been saying to the churches for scores of years, the doors today are open 
much wider". He continued: "Today's public enemy number one is irresponsibility. 
This enemy cannot be overcome by vague lectures in morality, or by appeals to 
civic, national or humanitarian conscience. Modem man... must discover that 
the very meaning of life lies in answering the appeal addressed to him by God 
Himself. The message of the Reformation is contemporary, because it speaks 
to us powerfully about this fundamental responsibility of man before God." 


Preceding the opening session, the church representatives visited nearby 
Noyon for a ceremony commemorating the birth of John Calvin, in which the Mayor, 
in a welcoming speech, described Calvin as "the best citizen of his day because of 
his dedication both to God and to the needs of the society of his age", 


Speakers at the opening session included Dr, Pierre Bourguet, president of 
the National Council of the French Reformed Church, Dr. Jacques Courvoisier, 
rector of the University of Geneva and Pastor Gustave Vidal, president of the 
Council of the Church of the Auditoire, in which the session was held. 


At its conclusion a brief service of remembrance for the sacrifice of carly 
French Huguenots at the Massacre of St. Bartholomew's Eve was held in the cloister 
of the church. EPS, Geneva 


im Brit 


A new book, "The High Tower of Service", telling the story of refugee relief 
throughout the world, has been written by Dr. Edgar H.S. Chandler, director of 
Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches, and published by Odhams 
Press of London. The book provides graphic material as background for the 
celebration of World Refugee Year. 


* * 


Mr. B.J. Hartwell, a member of the Central Committce of the World Council 
of Churches, has been inducted as chairman of the Congregational Union of England 


and Wales for the year 1959-60. 
x * 


The confessing church "Brotherhoods" in Hesse and Nassau have issued a 
statement to "Christian soldiers and politicians" condemning the use of weapons 
whether “conventional or atomic, The statement says, "The Gospel gives us no 
other choice. We will help each other to free ourselves of the spirit of fear, 
which tries to convince us that we are bound to kill others in order to live 
ourselves, and to save our liberty," 

x * 
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Professor P.J. Jans, of the Old Catholic Scminary at Amersfoort, Netherlands, 
has been elected Old Catholic Bishop of Deventer in succession to Bishop Engelbertus 
Lagerwey, who died recently (see BPS No. rae Professor Jans is a member of the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


Sas Tay 


For the first time a Directory of Protestant Medical Missions has been com- 
piled, giving statistics and information about hospitals, clinics and personnel 
of 213 Protestant missionary agencies. The work has been prepared by Arthur W. 
March and Dr. Frank W. Price of the Missionary Research Library in New York in 
cooperation with representatives of the Division of Foreign Missions of the 
National Council of Churches in the USA. 


Oe 


A study of the world refugee problem today, published to commemorate World 
Refugee Year, has been published by the Carnegie Endowment for International « 
Peace. The book, "Strangers and Afraid", has been written by Dr. Elfan Rees, 
representative in Europe of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs and advisor on refugee affairs to the World Council of Churches. 


Tate Ya 


The Central Africa Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church, attended by 56 dele- 
gates from 30 congregations in Kenya and the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, 
has instructed its executive committee to consider affiliation with the Christian 
Conference of Southern Rhodesia and the Christian Council of Northern Rhodesia. 


cas eas 


The funeral service of John Foster Dulles in Washington's national cathedral 
on Wednesday, May 27, was conducted by Dr. Roswell Barnes, minister of the United 
Presbyterian Church, USA and executive secretary of the World Council of Churches 
in the United States. 


* * 


The General Council of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, meeting in 
Indianapolis, approved two pilot projects by presbyteries in using newspaper 
advertisements to reach outsiders. If the projects are successful and the church 
adopts a nation-wide policy it will be the first major Protestant church in 


America to use the method. 
x * 


Well-known religion editor of the New York Times, George Dugan, has won the 
annual James 0. Supple Memorial Award for outstanding reporting of religion in 
the secular press in the USA. The award is made by the Religious Newswriters 
Association. 

x * 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the Lutheran World Federation, will 
represent the federation at the consecration of Sigurbjoern Binarsson as bishop 
of the Lutheran Church of Iceland in Reykjavik on June 21. Dr. Fry 1s also 
chairman of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


Ge AS 


Following a visit by Patriarch German of the Serbian Orthodox Church to the 
ancient Patriarchates of the Near Bast, the Patriarchs called on have been in- 
vited to visit Yugoslavia to "strengthen unity between Orthodox churches and 
deepen friendship among nations". (See also EPS No. 20) EPS, Geneva 
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A Special Report 


Bast Asian Christians Chart Practical Cooperation 
(Kuala Lumpur, Malaya) - Closing sessions of the first full assembly of the Bast 
Asia Christian Conference, May 14 - 24, voted plans and budget for unprecedented 


cooperative action in evangelization, lay training, theological study and inter- 
national affairs. 


In a closing message to its member churches and councils the conference, 
attended by more than 180 participants from 48 church organizations in 14 nations, 
underlined the vigour of small Asian churches in difficult situations, and said 
that "most of the churches in Asia are now sending out missionaries to other 
lands as well as receiving them". 


Drawing attention to the role of workers, traders and "even refugees" in 
making a spontaneous Christian witness, the message said "the Asian churches are 
learning to live in this pattern of common sharing and we believe that our meeting 
here will strengthen these bonds and open up new ways of mutual helpfulness". 


On the subject of religious liberty the message noted that "in most parts 
of Hast Asia there is religious freedom" but that "there are large areas in which 
this freedom is severely curtailed. We affirm the right of every adult person 
to profess and propagate his faith and his right to change his religious affil- 
iation,” the delegates continued. "Where this is denied all other freedoms 
are insecure." 


A strong emphasis on the task of the laity, which ran through the whole 
meeting, comes out in a section of the conference message which says that "every 
Christian must recognize that his primary service to God is the daily work he 
does in the secular world". Christians are urged on this basis to enter into 
Asian life, "into politics, into social and national service, into the world of 
art and culture". 


The local congregation is encouraged to "be chiefly concerned not with itself, 
but with the world". 


"Our churches are in many cases small and weak", the conference declares, 
"too dependent on the support of older churches, too much imprisoned in tradition- 
al forms. But the Holy Spirit is mighty, able to open new paths and to create 
new things." 


The stress on lay men and women is also brought out by recommendations on the 
witness of the laity approved by the meeting. "The very life of the Church ain 
East Asia depends very largely upon the strength of the witness of the laity" 
according to a committee on this subject, which said "the laity should not be the 
frozen capital of the institutional church". 


Work with and for lay people endorsed by the delegates for the period up to 

1963 provides for regional lay training institutes in various East Asian countries 
on a mobile basis. They will deal with ethical standards in professional and 
social life, the lay task in industry and the cities, lay responsibility in rural 
life, ethics of mass communication and medical work. A committee to plan the 
programme has been advised to publish a quarterly bulletin and to extend its 

work by contact with theological colleges, schools and Bible schools. An attempt 
will be made to set up East Asian professional fellowships and associations. 
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Special subcommittees are planned to deal with industry, rural life and 
medical work. In cooperation with the United Church of Christ in Japan an East 
Asia Rural Leadership Training Course will be sponsored for ten Asian students 
annually at Tsurukawa, outside Tokyo. Cooperative medical work is to be furthered 
by publication of a journal and by exchange of medical personnel. A full or part 
time secretary for medical work is suggested. The conference heard a recommenda— 
tion that it should “affirm the urgent necessity of family planning in the Bast 
Asian countries, and the necessity of disseminating knowledge of the right methods 
of family planning, especially among the poorer people". 


In the field of mass communications the churches and national Christian 
Councils are urged to train workers for the mass media, to sponsor a "Guild of 
Christian Mass Communications" and to provide spiritual guidance for workers in 
the industries concerned —- radio, television, film and publishing. 


Another decision is to replace the present East Asia Home and Family Life 
Committee of the International Missionary Council by a committee on The Coopera- 
tion of Men and Women in Home, Church and Society. The new committee would 
study the man-woman relationship in Asian society and the role of the Church in 
home and family life as well as the place and status of women in the churches 


and society. It would work with women's organizations in the churches and pub-. 
lish a magazine. 


A Committee on International Affairs has been set up to work with the Com- 
Mission of the Churches on International Affairs and form national commissions 
in the area and to watch over questions of religious liberty. 


A further committee, on Religion and Society, will work closely with the 
World Council of Churches in its study of Rapid Social Change, with special 
reference to the WCC's asian Assembly in 1961. It will cooperate in four pro- 
posed WCC consultations to study relations with Hinduism, Buddhism, East Asian 
Islam and the Chinese religions of the area, all probably to be held in late 
1960. 


A committee on the Life, Message and Unity of the Church will deal with 
Christian division, Faith and Order questions, means of witnessing to the visible 
unity of the Church, the effective use of the Bible and problems of recruitment 
and training for the ministry. 


A closing meeting, held in the style of a Kirchentag, packed a huge Kuala 
Lumpur stadium with Christians of many national backgrounds. Dr. DT. Nitessos 
Ceylon, EACC general secretary, was the main speaker. 


The conference, which was also attended by western observers and by represen=__ 
tatives of the International Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches, 
also sent a message to the Christian churches in Africa expressing a desire for 
closer fellowship with African Christians and expressing good wishes toward the 
organizers of an All-Africa Christian Council now being formed as a result of 
last year's first All-Africa Christian Conference at Ibadan, Nigeria. 


The Kuala Lumpur meeting was attended by Sister Marie-Madeleine Handy of 
the Cameroons, the Rev. Manasses Kuria of Kenya and Sir Francis Ibiam of Nigeria, 
who ig chairman of the All-Africa Christian Conference Continuation Committee. 

A full session was devoted to African delegates' addresses on the churches and 
Christian cooperation in Africa. (See also EPS, Nos. 18 & 20) EPS, Geneva 


